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Frankel wins Roger A. Fortin Award
Philosophy professor is recognized as outstanding teacher in the humanities
B Y H UNTER E LLIS
Multimedia Managing
Editor
The question “What is the
good life?” has been theorized
by philosophers from Aristotle to Nietzsche. But for Dr.
Steven Frankel, the 2022 recipient of the Roger A. Fortin Award, the answer to the
question is simple: It’s about
friendship.
Frankel joined Xavier’s
philosophy department in
2003, but before coming to
the school, he had already
taught at colleges around the
world. After graduating from
the University of Chicago,
Frankel joined his wife in California and began teaching at
California State University.
It wasn’t long before a new
opportunity presented itself
to Frankel.
“Out of the blue we had an
opportunity open up: I got a
job at the American University of Paris, and I convinced
my wife to move there. We
didn’t really have a plan, but
we moved there,” he said.
During his four years at the
American University of Paris, Frankel would win their
teacher of the year award.
When Frankel noticed a
vacancy at Xavier in the philosophy department, he was
incredibly excited to work
with and learn from former
philosophy department chair
Dr. Robert Rethy.
“He was one of the very
best scholars and thinkers in
philosophy in the country in
my opinion. He ran our department almost as a graduate
seminar for the faculty. Even
though I was also technically
a professor, I was really just
his student,” Frankel said.
Upon joining the Xavier

Newswire photo by Hunter Ellis

Dr. Steven Frankel revealed a few of his mentors during his Fortin Award acceptance speech, some which
include former philosophy department chair Dr. Robert Rethy and current professor Dr. Paul Colella.

faculty, Frankel strove to utilize his experience and international relationships to give
back to Xavier.
When he joined the philosophy department, he was
also hired to be a professor in
the newly-formed Philosophy,
Politics and the Public (PPP)
honors program. Frankel
would cite the PPP program’s
founder — and recipient of
the 2021 iteration of the Fortin Award — Dr. Paul Colella as another one of his key
mentors and friends.
“Colella handed me the
junior year of PPP, and he
allowed me to experiment
with it. I did many different
iterations, and I approached
it in many different ways. He

always gave me a kind of leeway to be creative,” Frankel
said.
Colella recognized Frankel’s impact on the program in
a speech at the Fortin Award
Presentation, noting that he
gave the program one of its
signature elements — a study
abroad trip to Paris.
“Steve’s students enjoyed
the full benefit of his… relationships and connections
that he had forged among
them university professors
and journalists, as well as
government and military officials,” Colella said.
In the classroom, Frankel
is notorious for hosting several guest speakers and creating
an amicable environment for

students to approach the material in his classes.
“I see the subtext of what
I’m doing in the classroom as
friendship. It’s also what I’m
doing on these study abroad
trips. It’s all about friendship,”
Frankel said.
“Friendship at the highest
level is about conversation,
exchange of ideas and dialogue, so I’m trying to model
that inside the classroom… I
really believe that that is the
good life, that the best way of
life is rooted in friendship,” he
continued.
Frankel would go on to
have a key role in the establishment of the Smith Scholars program, which integrates
the humanities as a foundation

for the studies of economics,
finance and accounting.
“Father Hoff, who was the
president before Father Graham, used to say that there’s
two things you want to do in
your education: You want to
learn how to make a living,
and you want to learn how
to live. I would say the liberal arts teach you how to live
well. That’s the idea behind
the Smith Scholars,” Frankel
said.
The Fortin Award, created in 2013 to recognize outstanding achievement of a
professor in the humanities,
has been won for the past
three years by a professor in
the philosophy department.
Frankel thinks this is a testament to the department’s
approach to philosophy and
the pedigree of the department’s professors as a whole.
“You have people in the
department publishing at the
highest levels, and (people)
who are in dialogue with the
top scholars. One of Xavier’s
hidden gems,” he said. “It’s
a really unique department
in the way we approach the
history of philosophy. A lot
of departments have turned
themselves over to analytic
philosophy, problem solving
or policy questions. But, Xavier still is in touch with a deeper tradition of philosophy.”
The philosophy department and international trips
have allowed Frankel to continue his pursuit of the best
life in friendship and dialogue.
As Frankel sits on a table in
Alter Hall facing his PHIL100
students, they may be debating the meaning of “the good
life” in the classroom. Outside
of the classroom, it’s clear
that Frankel has found just
that right here at Xavier.
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XU undergrads travel for academics
Xavier researchers visit NYC’s Madison Square Garden to present their projects
B Y J USTIN M ALONE
6WDৼ:ULWHU

This year, the Big East
basketball tournament not
only honored the talents of
student-athletes, but the hard
work and dedication of undergraduate researchers.
Along with 10 other Big
East universities, Xavier sent
five research presentations to
the inaugural Big East Undergraduate Research Symposium at New York’s Madison
Square Garden on March 12.
During the conference,
Xavier students Anna Snyder, Payton Wood, Samantha
Hawkins, Andrew LeBlanc,
Jeremy Johnson and Molly
Mariani all showcased their
individual research to a panel
of judges made up of faculty
and administrators from Big
East universities.
The students represented
the College of Arts and Sciences, College of Professional Sciences and the Williams
College of Business. Their
presentations encompassed
several topics with a wide
variety of studies, including
psychology,
environmental
science, chemistry, economics
and art.
Each research presentation
was nominated by a faculty
advisor and then selected by
a small group from each college. At the symposium, each
university brought five presentations, organized at tables
for the judges to view.
Every student prepared a
visual poster of their research
and prepared a 10-minute
speech to present to three
separate judges, each from dif-

Photos courtesy of Anna Snyder

Students Anna Snyder, Payton Wood, Samantha Hawkins, Andrew LeBlanc, Jeremy Johnson and Molly Mariani
all attended and presented their undergraduate research projects at Madison Square Garden two weeks ago.

ferent interdisciplinary backgrounds.
Dr. David Gerberry, director of the undergraduate research program in the College
of Arts and Sciences, noted
the way students were tested
during the symposium.
“It’s a real challenge to
communicate your research

in a specific discipline and in a
way that makes sense to a wide
audience,” Gerberry said.
Wood presented her research on the impact of sewer
overflow and channelization
in Cincinnati’s Mill Creek.
“I had someone approach
me and just ask, ‘Oh can you
tell me a little bit about your

poster?’” Wood said. “It was
a little nerve-wracking, but it
was really fun to be there.”
The students then answered questions the judges
had about their work and were
scored based on the quality
and presentation of their research.
After the two-and-a-half

hour judging period, the judges selected three finalists and
three honorable mentions for
recognition of their research.
Snyder won an honorable
mention for her work on analyzing the effects of external
perception on self-perception and LeBlanc also won
an honorable mention for her
work on and synthesizing the
chemical kalkitoxin.
In the future, the symposium will become an annual
event.
“I got a sense from students that they really enjoyed
the opportunity to talk about
their research and that they
felt they got a lot of positive
feedback from the judges they
talked to for their presentations,” Gerberry said. “I’m
proud of the Xavier students
for their performance overall.”
“It was a really fun experience,” Snyder remarked. “We
got to meet other students
who are all doing undergraduate research, and it’s interesting to see how Xavier measures up to what other people
are doing.”
“It’s super cool that we are
doing some really innovative
and new, novel research,” she
added.
“I thought that the entire
experience was great. I would
definitely recommend it to
other people and loved being a
part of it,” Wood reminisced.
“I found it to be really cool
to see all these passionate people come together. I am definitely glad that I went and
would always hope that Xavier can continue to do this in
the coming years,” she noted.

Photo-op: Sean Miller returns to coach Muskies
B Y S PENCER DE T ENLEY
6WDৼ:ULWHU

Luke Perez
Sophomore
Philosophy, Politics and the
Public and finance double
major
“It’s
great.
Hopefully,
Xavier can finally make an
NCAA tournament again.”

Camille McDonald
Junior
Exercise science major
“I am excited for Sean Miller. I think it’s cool that he
used to coach here so he has
some history with Xavier!
Hopefully, he can get the
team back on track next
season.”

Katie Morrill
First-year
Accounting major
“I am really excited for
Sean Miller to take over as
coach. I feel that he will be
a beneficial addition to the
men’s basketball team and
make the team stronger.”

Joseph Nichols
First-year
English and history
double major
“I actually read about Sean
Miller’s coaching experience in my First Year
Seminar... I can’t wait for
Coach Miller to crack down
and take us all the way. It’s
Miller Time!”

Anna Rios
Sophomore
Health service administration major
“Words can’t describe how
excited I am for a fresh
start with the new coach!
I feel that he will make the
team stronger and better
than ever. I can’t wait to see
the new direction he will
provide for the team.”
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Blue Blob makes soap appearance
Xavier Nation’s favorite mascot appears on The Young and the Restless

B Y E THAN N ICHOLS
6WDৼ:ULWHU
The Blue Blob made a special appearance last week on
one of the longest-running
American soap operas of all
time, The Young And The Restless.
The episode features Joshua Morrow as Nicholas Newman and Michelle Stafford as
Phyllis Summers. The two are
seen discussing their relationship when it becomes known

that Nicholas and the Blue
Blob have been seeing each
other. The duo becomes heated before the camera pans to
the Blob with its face pressed
against the window.
While you don’t often get
to see Xavier mascots on
national television, it was a
unique opportunity.
CBS Sports reached out
to Xavier’s athletic marketing department, along with
other schools, to gauge interest in sending our mascot to

Photo courtesy of Xavier Athletics

Xavier’s own Blue Blob poses with Josh Morrow and Michelle Stafford,
co-stars of the popular soap opera called The Young and the Restless.

Los Angeles to film a special
March Madness crossover episode.
The filming took place over
Xavier’s spring break, so student mascots Madison Berry
and Adrienne Nguyen-Storer
made the trip.
“We were all very excited
when CBS Sports reached out
to us about having the Blue
Blob appear on The Young and
the Restless. What a fun way to
promote the Xavier brand!”
Athletic Marketing Director
Hannah Martin said.
“Our student mascots work
hard all season long, so I was
happy that we were able to
send two of our senior mascots to LA for an experience
they’ll remember for the rest
of their lives,” she added.
The Blue Blob, first introduced in 1985 as a friendly
alternative to the more intimidating D’Artagnan, makes
regular courtside appearances
at Xavier games and appears
around campus.
The Blob has become a fan
favorite and is frequently featured on Xavier merchandise.
The now-iconic “Roll, Blob,
Roll” chant can be heard at
most games, especially in the
student section.
This isn’t the first time
Xavier’s mascot has appeared
on national television, though.
In 2008, the Blob made
an appearance on ESPN’s
SportsCenter with former
Buffalo Bills quarterback Jim

Photo courtesy of @RobbieDzi on Twitter

The Blob’s appearance on The Young and the Restless has
sparked attention all over Twitter, including in meme format.

Kelly. In the skit, Kelly loses
a game of rock paper scissors and offers the Blob his
Hall of Fame jacket. The Blob
then eats the jacket, and Kelly
walks off in disgrace.
Likely the most infamous
Blue Blob appearance wasn’t
on broadcast television; it was
in Playboy magazine.
The piece, published in
2009, goes in depth with the
“shaggy, spherical mascot.”
Questions ranged from the
origins of the Blob, signature
moves and, of course, if the

Blob had any favorite fights it
had witnessed.
“I’ve had guys try to fight
with me, but Xavier says
they’ll kick me out if I fight,”
the Blob responded. “But I do
love messing with other mascots. The best is the St. Joe’s
Hawk — supposedly, the guy
in the suit has to flap at least
one of his arms the whole
game or he’ll lose his scholarship. At least one of the Xavier guys will try and screw
with him. But I’ve seen some
good fights.”

XU joins in on TikTok fun with an official account
B Y T YLER C LIFTON
6KRZ0DQDJHU
The Muskies have decided
to renegade their way onto
the TikTok scene.
The university has created
a TikTok account in an effort
to highlight the Xavier experience in a way that would
better connect with the next
generation of students.
The account was created
by Digital and Social Media
Strategist Steph Fiorelli in
December 2021. She believes
it gives the university a good

way to connect with current as well as potential students.
“We’re trying to show that
Xavier is a fun place to be,
to show the fun things that
you can do in and around the
Xavier community. We want
to help people have the best
possible experience during
their time at Xavier,” Fiorelli
said.
The account contains a
wide variety of content on
theme with current events,
such as Ash Wednesday and
Mardi Gras. Found at

Newswire photo by Robbie Dzierzanowski

Students and fans of Xavier alike can now interact with
Xavier on TikTok. Xavier posts almost weekly to the account.

@officialxavieruniversity,
many videos star the Blue
Blob.
During the Bengals’ Super
Bowl run, the account featured multiple videos about
how to enjoy the games in a
dorm. The videos included
how to make Skyline Chili
dip, how to have a watch party on a college budget and
recommendations for Bengals-themed treats to enjoy
during the game.
Another video showed
clips of what life looked
like at Xavier the last time
the Bengals made the Super
Bowl, with “Don’t You (Forget About Me)” as the audio.
Fiorelli aims to showcase
the Xavier community. A Jan.
12 post highlighted the student section during the men’s
basketball game against Villanova.
The most popular video,
posted on Jan. 23, plays off all
the ways that people mispronounce “Xavier.” Some of the
comically incorrect pronunciations included “Egg-zayver”
or “that school for mutants.”
This TikTok received approximately 10,000 views and
400 likes.
Fiorelli explained that
there are times when a video

posted might not get a lot of
traction on TikTok; however,
when the video is reposted on
Instagram, it can receive more
views.
“We’ll get 15,000 to 20,000
views on Instagram reels for
a video when we typically
get around 1,000 views for it
on TikTok,” Fiorelli said. “It
comes down to figuring out
how to play the algorithms
best in order to get the content out there to people.”
Fiorelli added that she
would like to have more current students take part in

the creation of these videos
moving forward. As a Xavier alum, she noted that she
understands the Xavier experience as it was during her
time as a student but feels it
is important for current students to bring their experiences to the forefront. She
hopes this would allow videos
to resonate with the intended
audience in a better way than
before.
Students interested in producing or helping to generate
TikTok content can contact
Fiorelli via email.

Newswire photo by Robbie Dzierzanowski

Posts on the account range from hacks on campus to the Blue
Blob and D’Artagnan being mischievous, to current trends.
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Ohio GOP debate goes off the rails

Dispute emerges between U.S. Senate primary candidates Mandel and Gibbon
B Y E THAN N ICHOLS
6WDৼ:ULWHU
'XULQJWKH2KLR*236HQDWH SULPDU\ GHEDWH RQ 0RQGD\FDQGLGDWHVWRVXFFHHG6HQ
5RE 3RUWPDQ SLWFKHG WKHPVHOYHVWRYRWHUVLQDVHULHVRI 
YRODWLOHH[FKDQJHV
7ZR OHDGLQJ FDQGLGDWHV
IRUPHU 2KLR WUHDVXUHU -RVK
0DQGHO DQG EXVLQHVVPDQ
0LNH *LEERQV EHFDPH LQYROYHGLQDQRQVWDJHVWDQGRII 
DIWHU0DQGHODFFXVHG*LEERQV
RI ´PDNLQJPLOOLRQVµRII VWRFN
LQD&KLQHVHFRPSDQ\
´<RX·YH QHYHU EHHQ LQ WKH
SULYDWH VHFWRU LQ \RXU HQWLUH
OLIH \RX GRQ·W NQRZ VTXDWµ
*LEERQVUHVSRQGHG
´7ZR WRXUV LQ ,UDT GRQ·W
WHOO PH , KDYHQ·W ZRUNHGµ
0DQGHOUHSOLHG
´%DFN RII EXGG\ RU \RX·UH
JRLQJ WR HQG XSµ *LEERQV
VDLG QRW ILQLVKLQJ WKH VHQWHQFH
´<RX·UH GHDOLQJ ZLWK WKH
ZURQJGXGHµ
´1R \RX·UH GHDOLQJ ZLWK
WKHZURQJJX\µ0DQGHOFRXQWHUHG ´<RX ZDWFK ZKDW KDSSHQVµ
7KH PHQ UHSHDWHGO\ WROG
HDFK RWKHU WR EDFN RII  EHIRUH VWDQGLQJ H\HWRH\H IRU
VHYHUDO VHFRQGV 0RGHUDWRU
DQG FRQVHUYDWLYH UDGLR KRVW

1HZVZLUHSKRWRE\$LGDQ&DOODKDQ

7KH2KLR*236HQDWHSULPDU\FDQGLGDWHVVSDUUHGRYHU*LEERQ·VFRUSRUDWHSDVWFXOPLQDWLQJLQDFRPPHQW
UHJDUGLQJ0DQGHO·VODFNRIFRUSRUDWHH[SHULHQFH0DQGHOUHVSRQGHGE\SRLQWLQJWRKLVH[SHULHQFHVLQ,UDT

%UDQGRQ %R[HU VWHSSHG LQ WR
EUHDNWKHWZRPHQXS)HOORZ
*23 FDQGLGDWHV 0DWW 'RODQ
-DQH 7LPNHQ DQG -' 9DQFH
ZDWFKHG IURP WKHLU VHDWV
(YHQWXDOO\ 0DQGHO UHWXUQHG
WRKLVVHDW
)LIWHHQ YHWHUDQV EDFNLQJ
0DQGHO ZURWH DQ RSHQ OHWWHU
0RQGD\ VD\LQJ WKH\ ZHUH
´GLVJXVWHG EH\RQG EHOLHI µ DW
*LEERQV·FRPPHQWV
´*LEERQVRZHV-RVKDQGDOO
YHWHUDQV DQG WKRVH FXUUHQWO\
LQWKHVHUYLFHDQDSRORJ\LP-

SO\LQJ WKDW ¶:(· ZKR VHUYHG
RXU FRXQWU\ KRQRUDEO\ DQG
IDLWKIXOO\ QHYHU HDUQHG RXU
ZD\ ZRUNLQJ LQ WKH SULYDWH
VHFWRUµWKH\ZURWH
0DQGHO DQG *LEERQV KDYH
EHHQ QHFN DQG QHFN LQ UHFHQW
SROOV 7KH LQFLGHQW FRQWLQXHG
DIWHU WKH GHEDWH ZLWK ERWK
VLGHVUHOHDVLQJVWDWHPHQWV
´0DQGHOLVXQKLQJHGXQILW
DQG IODLOLQJ ³ EHFDXVH KH·V
ORVLQJ +H LV RQO\ D SURIHVVLRQDO DW RQH WKLQJ UXQQLQJ
IRU RIILFHµ 6DPDQWKD &RWWHQ

Newswire is
providing
continued
coverage of the
Russia — Ukraine
FRQÁLFW
Check it out here:

*LEERQV·VSRNHVSHUVRQVDLG
´+HLVKHOOEHQWRQO\LQJEHFDXVHKHLVIDLOLQJ+HGRHVQ·W
KDYH WKH WHPSHUDPHQW H[SHULHQFHRUIRUWLWXGHWREHD86
6HQDWRUµ
0DQGHO·VFDPSDLJQPDQDJHU6FRWW*XWKULHUHVSRQGHGWR
&RWWHQ
´*LEERQVJRWXSVHWWRQLJKW
WKDWKHZDVFDOOHGRXWIRUKLV
LQYHVWPHQWVLQ&KLQHVHRLO+H
FODLPV QRW WR UHPHPEHU WKH
LQYHVWPHQW EXW LW·V SDUW RI  D
SDWWHUQRI *LEERQV·HQWLUHFD-

UHHUPDNLQJPRQH\E\WDNLQJ
$PHULFDQFRPSDQLHVDQGVHOOLQJWKHPWRIRUHLJQLQWHUHVWVµ
*XWKULHVDLG
7KH2KLR'HPRFUDWLF3DUW\UHDFWHGWRWKH*23GHEDWH
VD\LQJ ´:H HQFRXUDJH HYHU\
YRWHUWRZDWFKWKLVIRUXPDQG
VHH IRU WKHPVHOYHV ZK\ WKHVH
5HSXEOLFDQVGRQRWGHVHUYHWR
EH LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV 6HQDWHµ
;DYLHU 'LUHFWRU RI  *RYHUQPHQW 5HODWLRQV  6HDQ
&RPHUDOVRZHLJKHGLQRQWKH
GHEDWH
´7KH LQWHQVLW\ RI  WKDW H[FKDQJH VXJJHVWV WKLV UDFH
IHHOV WLJKWHU QRZ WKDQ LW GLG
VL[PRQWKVDJRµ&RPHUVDLG
´7KHFDQGLGDWHVZLOOZDWFK
FORVHO\KRZSHRSOHUHDFWRYHU
WLPH , FRXOG LPDJLQH HDFK
FDPSDLJQ VHQGLQJ D SROO LQWR
WKH ILHOG QRZ WR XQGHUVWDQG
YRWHUDSSHWLWHIRUWKDWLQWHQVLW\DQGVHHLI LWKHOSHGRUKXUW
WKHLU PHVVDJH ZLWK WKHLU WDUJHWHGYRWHUVµKHDGGHG
7KH SULPDU\ HOHFWLRQ LV
FXUUHQWO\ VFKHGXOHG IRU 0D\
UG EXW LV VXEMHFW WR FKDQJH
JLYHQ UHFHQW 6WDWH 6XSUHPH
&RXUW UXOLQJV VWULNLQJ GRZQ
2KLR·VOHJLVODWLYHGLVWULFWV
7KHZLQQHURI WKH5HSXEOLFDQ SULPDU\ ZLOO IDFH HLWKHU
865HS7LP5\DQRUDWWRUQH\0RUJDQ+DUSHU
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$IJKDQLVWDQ·VPRVWUHFHQW
ILQDQFHPLQLVWHULVQRZDQ
8EHUGULYHU6RXUFHVZRQGHUKRZH[DFWO\KHZRXOG 
H[SODLQ WKH JDSV LQ KLV
UHVXPH +H FRXOG H[SODLQ
WKDWKHZDVODLGRII ZKHQ
KLV FRPSDQ\ ZDV DJJUHVVLYHO\ DFTXLUHG E\ D FRPSHWLWRU« WKH 7DOLEDQ 
0DUFK 
6UL/DQNDFDQFHOHGH[DPV
IRU PLOOLRQV RI  VWXGHQWV
GXH WR D FRXQWU\ZLGH
SDSHU VKRUWDJH 6RXUFHV
H[SUHVVHG
FRQGROHQFHV
IRUWKHFRXQWU\·VHFRQRPLF SUREOHPV ZKLOH DOVR

KLJKILYLQJDIIHFWHGVWXGHQWV 0DUFK 
%ULWLVK 3ULPH 0LQLVWHU %RULV -RKQVRQ FRPSDUHG SUR%UH[LW YRWHUV
WR 8NUDLQLDQ ILJKWHUV
LQ WKH 5XVVLD8NUDLQH
FRQIOLFWMX[WDSRVLQJWKH
´RSSUHVVLRQµ RI  WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ WR 5XVVLDQRSSUHVVLRQ´,NQRZ
WKDW LW·V WKH LQVWLQFW RI 
WKHSHRSOHRI WKLVFRXQWU\ OLNH WKH SHRSOH RI 
8NUDLQHWRFKRRVHIUHHGRP HYHU\ WLPHµ -RKQVRQVDLGWRPXFKIDQIDUH
0DUFK 

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIÁLFNUFRP

-RKQVRQFRPSDUHGSUREOHPVZLWKWKH(8WRWKH5XVVLD8NUDLQHZDU
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Analyzing Russo-Chinese relations
B Y I VY L EWIS
6WDৼ:ULWHU
As tension continues to
escalate between Russia and
Ukraine, the diplomatic and
historical relationship between China and Russia may
play a significant role.
Throughout the tenure of
current Chinese President
Xi Jinping, Russia and China
have established an increasingly close relationship. A few
days prior to the invasion of
Ukraine, Jinping and Vladimir Putin agreed to a partnership unifying the two nations
on several fronts.
The partnership agreement asserts that there are
“no forbidden areas of cooperation” between the nations,
while also establishing mutual support against Taiwanese
and Ukrainian independence.
The statement also said
that the West, particularly the
U.S., should “abandon its Cold
War-ideologized approaches.”
By uniting their interests,
experts suggest that China
and Russia may be able to
present a unified front against
what they perceive as harmful
interference from the West.
“Beijing’s rationale for the
China-Russia relationship is
that both countries confront
a hostile West and both will
be better able to withstand
Western pressure by standing
together than apart,” Ryan
Hass, a specialist in Chinese
affairs from the Brookings Institution think tank, suggest-

ed.
The timing of the agreement between China and
Russia has raised questions
regarding whether, and to
what extent, China was aware
of the planned invasion of
Ukraine.
In an article for the Washington Post, the Chinese ambassador to the U.S. rejected the notion that there was
prior knowledge about the
invasion. He argued that any
claims alleging that Beijing
“knew about, acquiesced to or
tacitly supported this war are
purely disinformation.”
China and Russia have used
one another for complementary needs. China is a highly influential manufacturing power, yet resource poor in terms
of energy reserves. On the
other hand, Russia is energy
rich but in need of the manufacturing power and Chinese
investment in order to gain
influence globally.
China has also been a major buyer of Russian weapons.
Russia has a large stake in the
manufacturing and distribution of advanced weaponry in
the region.
Should China decide to
openly support the Russians
in the evolving Ukrainian war,
they risk losing ties to Western nations that oppose the
invasion of Ukraine on the
grounds of Ukrainian sovereignty.
Despite the recent close
relationship that has been established, China and Russia

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org

&KLQD DQG 5XVVLD DJUHHG WR SDUWQHU LQ WKHLU UHVSHFWLYH DUHDV RI LQÁXHQFH ZKLOH ZRUNLQJ WRJHWKHU DJDLQVW
Taiwanese and Ukrainian independence. The countries are united against Western powers such as the U.S.

have not always been aligned
diplomatically. As non-Western powers, they have clashed
with one another in territory
disputes. Moscow and Beijing
were involved in a border conflict along the edge of China’s
northeast territory in 1969
and have experienced periodic
strain as a result of the border
dispute.
The response of China to
the invasion of Ukraine represents a shift towards coop-

eration for the two nations. It
could potentially change the
distribution of geopolitical
power in coming decades as
the two nations consolidate
power in opposition to Western influence.
According to Bonnie Glaser, director of the Asia program at the German Marshall
Fund, a think tank, “This is
really a crucial moment and
potentially a turning point…
(China is) really siding with

the Russians. They are more
closely aligned with the Russians than they’ve ever been.”
If China were to financially back Russia during the war
with Ukraine, U.S. and allied
European powers have expressed that they will reduce
their financial interaction
with China.
Beijing’s position on the
war Russia waged on Ukraine
is evolving and will likely shift
as the struggle continues.

cliffe’s husband stated after a
failed temporary leave hearing for his wife in 2018.
This deal also saw the release of Morad Tahbaz, an
American, British and Iranian
conservationist and third detainee. Tahbaz was released
on furlough, meaning that he
will still have to remain in
Iran.
Tahbaz is being charged
for spying as an American citizen, though he was born in
England.
“The British (government)
now just says he is an American problem,” the Tahbaz
family said.
Truss noted in a tweet that
negotiations were being made
for Tahbaz’s return.
“We will continue to work
intensively to secure his departure from Iran,” she wrote.
Tulip Siddiq, Zaghari-Ratcliffe’s member of parliament,
also weighed in on her release.
“She was contacted by the
Islamic Revolutionary Guards
in Iran over the weekend and
asked to come in for questioning and quite apprehensive –
she messaged me before she
went. To her utter surprise,
at the end of the questioning,
and there were some scare
tactics in there, she was given her British passport back,”
Siddiq said.

“I had an idea that she
would be coming back, but
it’s always touch and go with

these things — we’ve had so
many false dawns, I didn’t
know for sure.”

Iran releases UK citizens after five years in custody

B Y G RIFFIN B RAMMER
Digital Communications
Manager
Iran has released two British citizens from a Tehran jail
after over five years in custody.
Charity worker Nazanin
Zaghari-Ratcliffe and retired civil engineer Anoosheh Ashoori were accused
of plotting a coup against the
Iranian government and espionage, respectively.
“(We’re) looking forward
to a new life,” Zaghari-Radcliffe’s husband stated. “You
can’t get back the time that’s
gone. That’s a fact. But we
live in the future.”
The release comes amid
negotiations to release several Iranian dual-national prisoners in Iran from countries
such as the U.S. and Britain.
Iran does not recognize the
dual-citizenship of these prisoners.
British Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss brokered the deal
with Iranian president Ebrahim Raisi.
“I was able to reset the
relationship,” she said. “We
were serious about resolving the outstanding issues
that Iran had, and they were
clear they were serious about
resolving the outstanding is-

sues we had.”
Among the issues resolved
was a $433 million debt the
U.K. owes to Iran. The debt
first amassed in 1970, when
the U.K. ministry of defense
failed to deliver 1,500 tanks to
the Shah of Iran.
“I think they are trying to
use this as leverage to settle
the historic debt for the Chieftain tanks, and that’s what
they want settled,” former
U.K. foreign secretary Jeremy
Hunt said in 2021.
Truss confirmed that the
payment of $519 million was
made in congruence with anti-laundering and counterterrorism sanctions. She also
added that the details of the
reimbursement were to remain confidential; however,
Britain only allowed the government in Tehran to use the
money for humanitarian reasons.
Despite the British government’s denial of any relationship between the debt and
Zaghari-Ratcliffe and Ashoori’s release, both Zaghari-Ratcliffe and the Iranian government stated that the debt
is directly correlated to the
pair’s imprisonment.
“Nazanin is being held in
prison as a bargaining chip.
But to express it so bluntly is
shocking to us,” Zaghari-Rat-

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org

=DJKDUL5DWFOLIIHZDVKHOGLQ,UDQIRURYHUÀYH\HDUV$FFXVHGRISORWWLQJ
DFRXSVKHZDVUHOHDVHGDIWHUWKHUHVROXWLRQRIVL]DEOH8.GHEWVWR,UDQ

6

Opinions & Editorials

March 24, 2022

xaviernewswire.com

Confession of a Cleveland Browns fan

Hi, my name is Avery Strychasz, and I am a Cleveland
Browns Fan. You can laugh
now.
Born and raised in Cleveland, the love of orange and
brown has been ingrained in
me since before I can remember. With a face only a mother
could love, the Browns fanbase is somewhat of a legend
in NFL lore — parallel to that
of the Buffalo Bills, the Detroit Lions or even the Bengals pre-2021. Somehow even
after the constant letdown of
loss or even a straight 0-16
season, I still wore my Dawg
Pound pride — that is, until
today.
I’m going to level with
you here: I really didn’t care
about football until recently. I
couldn’t talk my way through
an end zone or a tight end, and
I really could not have cared
less about fantasy football or
playoffs. I watched the Super
Bowl for the commercials and

generally thought football
was a waste of time. It wasn’t
until I saw the impact that the
love of football could have on
a community that I began to
care about that weird, ovular
ball.
The feeling of community is perhaps no better explained than with my beloved
Brownies. Not only is it a
conversation starter in the
CLE, but the Browns have a
verified presence in youth development programs. Visiting
schools every other week, letting kids come to practice, donating large sums of money
to youth sports programs and
regularly attending sessions
at the local children’s hospital
— the Browns stand for more
than just their touchdown record.
Therefore, I am finding it
difficult to reconcile the recent
decision made by my hometown team. For folks that
would rather keep up with the

Kardashians than the NFL,
the Browns made the decision
to pursue and obtain Deshaun
Watson as their backup quarterback for the grand ole’ sum
of $230 million for five years.
You may be asking why
this is such a big deal. Other than the gross amount of
money spent on sports, Watson was tried for 22 counts of
sexual assault and sexual misconduct against a grand jury.
Ultimately, he was not convicted criminally but is still
being sued civilly for damages
for the women involved. Watson is also facing a suspension
from the NFL for up to eight
games.
Let that sink in. Twenty-two charges. Twenty-two
women. Twenty-two lives.
Twenty-two reasons why he
shouldn’t be playing football.
According to reports from
the Browns’ head office, they
did extensive research on
Watson’s case. They stated

that “his dedication to being a
great teammate and devotion
to helping others within the
NFL… (and) community” was
what ultimately led them to
find peace with their decision.
And I am glad the Browns
office can find peace with this
— really, I am — because they
will have to work tirelessly
day in and day out to fix the
sentiment they have sent into
the world: “Character does
not count as long as you can
win.”
In all fairness, the Cleveland Browns didn’t come up
with this mentality. The NFL
has quietly perpetuated this
mantra for years with Ben Roethlisberger, Antonio Brown
and over 44 other players who
have been accused, charged or
acquitted of charges related
to sexual assault or harassment against women.
Prior to Watson, however,
these cases only had a maximum of four charges. It has

taken a case with 22 women
to bring national scrutiny to
this organization. That alone
doesn’t sit well with me, and it
shouldn’t with you either.
I am urging you — regardless of gender or team affiliation — to examine these individuals to whom we give our
attention so freely and ask:
“Can I support a bad leader for
a good outcome?” If you find
yourself answering no, then
you can understand why I
must hang up my Browns hat
and fight for what I believe is
right.

Avery Strychasz is a
sophomore business
analytics and marketing double major.
She is a staff writer for Newswire from
Cleveland.

Response to: “I stand with Abramovich”
I’ve done it, folks: I’ve
found the worst title in
Newswire history.
Last week, an opinion
piece was published under the title “I stand with
Abramovich.” The title
takes the phrase “I stand
with Ukraine” and replaces
Ukraine with Abramovich.
However, Abramovich is
not a nation that was pulled
into a pointless war costing
countless innocent lives. Roman Abramovich is a Russian billionaire.
The author stands with
Abramovich because all his
assets in the U.K. have been
frozen, including the famed
Chelsea Football Club, due
to his Russian ties. I would
not call this a tragedy comparable to the ongoing conflict in Ukraine.
The author’s point, as
stated in his conclusion, is
to remind us “that there is
good and bad in every single
person.” But this is not what
he accomplishes. The opinion piece does nothing more
than attempt to defend the

billionaire.
is, “Sure, he did some bad cle from BBC Arabia about
The title makes this clear things, but what about all how he is the single biggest
enough, but as the piece con- the good things?” If you’re donor to an Israeli organizatinues it only becomes more looking for who stole the tion that settles on Palestinobvious. He tries to act neu- cookie from the cookie jar, ian land. Then I thought it
tral by saying: “By basically and someone says, “There’s was a less great point.
all accounts, Abramovich good and bad in everyone,”
What I’m getting at here
is a bad person,” citing his you probably want to check is not that Abramovich is
exploitation of the fall of their bed for crumbs.
an evil person through and
the Soviet Union by paying
I ’ d
through.
Independent
journalists I
bribes to government offi- maybe cut
agree
should critique those in pow- with
cials. But then he says, less the
authe
er, not lick their boots.
than five paragraphs later, thor some
author’s
“What I can say is that I slack if he
point that
don’t think Abramovich is a had some good examples of there is good and bad in evbad person at all.”
great deeds Abramovich has ery person. My point here is
Pick a side, man! To be done to balance out his kar- that billionaires do not need
fair, I get what he’s going mic scale. But the best he can to be defended in a newspafor. He’s trying to approach pull out is that he’s forgiving per opinion piece. When was
the situation neutrally and the Chelsea Football Club’s the last time a billionaire
show the good and the bad $1.5 billion debt they owed wrote an opinion piece deof Abramovich to illustrate him. Wow. The man with over fending you?
that there’s good and bad in $13 billion isn’t demanding
There was an incident at
all of us.
he receives $1.5 more. What a recent Chelsea game that
T h e
illustrates my point well.
When was the last time a bil- a hero.
p r o b H
e During a scheduled minutelionaire wrote an opinion
lem here
also cit- long applause in solidarity
piece defending you?
is
that
ed
the with Ukraine, some rowdy
people
a m o u n t Chelsea fans began chanting
already think Abramovich of money he’s given in hu- for Abramovich.
is a bad person. By arguing manitarian aid, which I
Why? Why does this
that “there is good and bad” thought was a great point. billionaire need a chant?
in everyone, all he is saying That is, until I read an arti- Doesn’t he have enough?
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More than enough? Can we
not, just for one minute, come
together as a world and say,
“Hey, some f*cked-up shit is
happening, and we need to
do something about it?” Do
we really need to pause to
root for some guy who is one
of the most powerful people
in the world simply because
he sold an oil company 20
years ago?
Billionaires do not need
defense. They’ve got millions of dollars going towards PR agencies to do that
for them. Independent journalists should critique those
in power, not lick their boots.
And that’s all I’ve got to say
about that.

Aidan Callahan is
the Back Page Editor
for Newswire. He is a
senior English major
from Wilton, Conn.
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The Kim and Ye jokes are over

The joke isn’t funny anymore.
Ye, formerly known as
Kanye West, and Kim Kardashian are two of the most
famous people in the world.
Their relationship from the
beginning was carried out
in the public eye. The end
has been no different, except it is an end marked by
harassment and abuse. The
whole world watched, and
too many laughed.
Kardashian filed for divorce from Ye on Feb. 19,
2021, after almost seven
years of marriage and four
children together.
Ye responded to this with
a flurry of harassment,
mostly posted to Instagram.
And people supported it.
They supported his rants
against Pete Davidson, Kardashian’s new partner.
He ranted about his children and how they were being raised by Kardashian. He
went after the people who
are friends with Davidson
and the people who spoke
out against what he was doing.
One post was a screenshot
of a text sent by Kardashian,
asking him why he couldn’t
keep the situation private,
telling him that it was something she didn’t want to
work out in the public eye.

She has made it clear that
their relationship is over.
Obviously, Ye ignored all
of this.
He sent her a truck of
roses for Valentine’s Day
and posted it on Instagram,
only hours after posting a
picture of her and Davidson
on a date.
Ye threatened Davidson
and encouraged his fans to
do the same. He filmed a music video where he tortured
and buried a claymation version of Davidson.
Anyone who spoke out
against his actions was met
with
similar
responses.
Comedian and actor D.L.
Hughley said that Ye was
stalking Kardashian. Ye reacted in an Instagram post,
writing, “I can afford to hurt
you.” Trevor Noah similarly spoke on the issue, and
Kanye called him a slur in a
post.
If one of the most famous
women in the world can’t
safely say no and can’t refuse
a man’s advances without
being harassed and stalked,
what hope do the rest of us
have?
This isn’t just about that.
This is about the people
who openly supported and
defended Ye. They liked his
posts, put them on their Instagram stories and root-

7

ed for him. They defended
The music video placed to any person. We deserve
him to anyone who pointed Rihanna naked in bed with the right to be left alone.
out how harmful his actions her abuser, and we let it all go. And we deserve the right to
were. Some even argued that We laughed. We applauded. not be laughed at, mocked or
Kardashian deserved it.
We defendWe deserve the right to say blamed for
Kardashian is not a per- ed his evmisno, in any situation and to our
fect person. Personally, I’m ery action
treatment,
any person... to be left alone.
not a fan of hers, and I think and bowed
And... to not be laughed at, abuse and
that a lot of the criticism she down at the
mocked or blamed for our pain.
draws is deserved.
feet of the
S t o p
mistreatment, abuse and
But every woman and ev- “ g e n i u s ”
supporting
pain.
ery person deserves the abil- Ye.
Ye’s
acity to safely remove themHughley
tions. Lisselves from a relationship said in his interview about ten to his music, sure, but
they no longer want to be in. Ye: “You can’t write a beat so stop defending him for the
That includes Kardashian.
good that you get to do these harmful things he does and
We have given Ye passes things.”
the pain he causes. His achis entire
H i s tions are rooted in misogyHow far are we willing to let s t r u g g l e ny and abuse, and defending
career.
famous men go just for the with men- what he’s done means that
We
exsake of their art?
cused him
tal illness you condone these things.
when he
has been Does it make you any differinterruptb r o u g h t ent from him?
ed a 19-year-old Taylor up to explain away his beThe joke isn’t funny anySwift during her acceptance havior. But at some point, it more. Honestly, it never was.
speech at the VMAs. We let goes beyond that. Millions
it go when he tweeted “BILL of people manage their menCOSBY INNOCENT” af- tal illnesses and, in the proter 60 women accused him cess, refrain from abusing
of sexual assault and more. women. Ye has been doing
We ignored the things he’s this his entire career.
said about Amber Rose, like
How far are we willing to
when he told Wiz Khalifa, let famous men go just for
“You let a stripper trap you,” the sake of their art? How
Grace Hamilton is a
and tweeted that he had to often are we going to laugh
sophomore political
take “30 showers” after be- at reports of women hascience major. She is a
ing with her. His “Famous” rassed and stalked by men
staff writer for Newsmusic video featured nude they turned down, or find it
wire from Akron, Ohio.
copies of the likes of Swift, romantic?
Amber Rose, Rihanna and
We deserve the right to
Chris Brown.
say no, in any situation and

— Paid Advertisement —
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The Edward B. Brueggeman Center for Dialogue invites
students who will be juniors, seniors, or graduate students
during academic year 2022-2023 to apply to become a Fellow.
Fellows design a research project that interests them and that
includes an international immersion component, and the
Center provides personal and financial support.
Receive an application by contacting horningv@xavier.edu or
stopping by the Center. To see what current Fellows are doing:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNPJ_UenfuM To learn
more about the Program:
https://www.xavier.edu/dialogue/programs/brueggemanfellows/index

APPLICATIONS
DUE MARCH 31
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Opinion: Reflecting on Steele leaving

Parting ways with former men’s basketball head coach has many implications
B Y C HARLIE G STALDER
Opinions Editor
At risk of adding to the
already oversaturated atmosphere of articles on the Travis Steele firing, I felt I’d be
remiss from saying the quiet
part out loud. Namely, the firing of Steele was an obvious
decision that coincides perfectly with Xavier’s strategic
growth plan.
While the administration
dare not admit it in its strategic planning, university
investment in the basketball
program factors greatly into
their overall attempts to raise
the schools profile from a regional gem to a university
with a national reputation
and draw.
Granted, this transformation has been underway for
some time now. Nonetheless,
the endeavor continues.
The correlation between
success on the hardwood and
national reputation is fairly simple to understand. For
the sake of this piece, we can
measure the intangible “basketball success” by NCAA
tournament appearances, as
such appearances signify a
strong regular season performance and current programs
with the greatest overall exposure.
According to data presented by Cristina Gough on the
statistics website Statista,
the NCAA men’s basketball
March Madness tournament

while maintaining or increasing a volume of applicants,
thereby becoming more selective.
Additionally, the improvement in national profile allows the school to draw in a
greater number of students
who are able to pay full tuition cost, thereby recouping
the investment into the basketball program and allowing
investment into other areas.
Perhaps the best example
of this plan is fellow Big East
Catholic university, Villanova. Having invested heavily in
its basketball program, Villanova won the NCAA championship in 2016 and 2018. According to statistics website
collegetuitioncompare.com,
Villanova’s acceptance rate in
2015-16 was 47.89%.
The subsequent years it
dropped 4.3%, 7.5%, 7.2%, before holding steady after their
second national championNewswire photo by Desmond Fischer
ship at roughly 29%.
Xavier parting ways with former men’s basketball coach Travis Steele has a lot to do with raising the
During the same period of
VFKRRO·V QDWLRQDO SURÀOH RSLQHV &KDUOLH *VWDOGHU ;DYLHU SDUWHG ZD\V ZLWK 6WHHOH ODVW :HGQHVGD\ time, Xavier and its strugdrew an average of 10.5 lar-plus salary and the likely sees a bump in its reputation gling basketball program saw
million viewers in 2019, the greater amount given to suc- and profile. This increase in its acceptance rate increase
first of Xavier’s four missed cessor Sean Miller seem rela- reputation then coincides by roughly 8%.
tournament seasons. As- tively fair, as does the disap- with a greater number of apThere is no reason to besuming said viewership held pointment at Steele’s record.
plicants, prompting difficult lieve that Xavier will deviate
steady and accounting for the
The basics of the plan are calculus on the part of the ad- from this plan, as the return
COVID-19 cancellation sea- as follows. First, the univer- missions department regard- of Coach Miller shows. Nor
son, the failure to reach the sity invests millions into the ing the balance between ac- is there any reason for shock
tournament during Steele’s basketball program in hopes cepted students and students or disdain regarding the firtenure accounted for more of greater success. Having who eventually deposit.
ing of Steele. Xavier’s simthan 20 million missed re- had that investment mean
Eventually, should the ply following their plan, and
cruitment opportunities.
reaching the tournament and national profile continue to I for one am eager to see how
Given the potential reach, ideally advancing past the grow, the school is able to it turns out over the next few
Steele’s previous million-dol- round of 64, the university tighten its acceptance rates years.

Analysis: Reds’ latest rebuild misses the mark

B Y J ULIA L ANKISCH
6WDৼ:ULWHU

Some of the Reds’ management decisions over the
past few weeks have caused a
stir among fans.
They have chosen not to
re-sign third baseman Nick
Castellanos, and they lost
veteran Redleg Michael Lorenzen to the Angels. They
have parted ways with pitchers Sonny Gray, Mychal Givens and Wade Miley, while
also trading away outfielder
Jesse Winker and infielder
Eugenio Suarez.
Cincinnati has seemingly been attempting to lower
its payroll, as some of their
more expensive players have
been taking up resources that
could be better distributed
to cover a couple of younger
prospective stars.
This leaves those players
who do cost a lot of money
with a charge to step it up for
the next season. They will
be surrounded by new team
members to teach and motivate for a franchise that hasn’t
seen success in many, many
years.
Joey Votto, in particular,
will be an essential part of
the Reds’ rebuilding this season. He had a fantastic year
in 2021, and a continuation

the regular season approaches is the health of Nick Senzel and Moustakas. Their
injuries could make or break
the team’s success at the beginning of the year, and the
Reds are notorious for losing
momentum quickly if they
don’t do well off the bat.
Likely, if Senzel has to sit,
Aristides Aquino will make it
onto the roster for the first
couple of weeks, and he tends
to be a strikeout magnet.
Honestly, although the
Reds’ bullpen looks better
than it has over the past few
years, I can’t say I expect
much more out of them than
we’ve seen the last few seasons. Reds fans know by this
point that the team’s budget
is low and the confidence
some of our players inspire is
even lower.
Ken Griffey Jr. is still in
the top five highest paid players on payroll, if that tells
you anything about the cur3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIFRPPRQVZLNLPHGLDRUJ
-RH\9RWWR DERYH ZLOOORRNWRFDUU\DGHSOHWHG5HGVURVWHULQ&LQFLQQDWLKDVWUDGHGDZD\RXWÀHOGHU rent state of affairs at Great
-HVVH :LQNHU DQG SLWFKHU 6RQQ\ *UD\ LQ UHFHQW ZHHNV ZKLOH IDLOLQJ WR UHWDLQ WDOHQW IURP ODVW \HDU American Ballpark.
of his comeback could make young talent entering and up as leaders and starters on
All in all, despite another
or break the morale of Cin- staying on the Reds’ roster the team. Additionally, young less-than-encouraging “recinnati’s new guys. He and could be big contributors to pitchers Hunter Greene and building” year, there are some
Mike Moustakas are respon- any chance to make waves in Nick Lodolo are likely go- promising names that have
sible for carrying the torch the National League. Jonathan ing to step up from the mi- the opportunity to bring the
and handing it off to the next India and Tyler Stephenson nor leagues to play in the big Reds up to par with the rest
generation of players.
have reportedly been practic- leagues this year.
of Cincinnati’s sports victoMeanwhile, some of the ing well and are ready to step
Another big question as ries this year.
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Bengals make fast free agency splash

B Y W ILL P EMBROKE
Show Manager
The Cincinnati Bengals,
reigning AFC Champions, are
not only poised to make another run at the AFC crown
but also could easily wind up
back in the Super Bowl come
February 2023.
Following a 27-24 AFC
Championship victory over
Patrick Mahomes and the
Kansas City Chiefs, the Bengals faced a veteran-laden Los
Angeles Rams team in the Super Bowl which exposed their
one weakness as a team: the
offensive line.
Coming off of an NFL
record-setting nine sacks allowed on the road in an AFC
Divisional round matchup
versus the Tennessee Titans,
Bengals fans were well aware
the team’s glaring fatal flaw.
In spite of what can only
be described as a free run
for pass rushers during this
year’s NFL Playoffs, the Bengals came within three points
of winning the Lombardi
Trophy. Luckily for Burrow
and all Cincinnati fans this
offseason, the Bengals solved
their fatal flaw.
As the clock struck four
p.m. on March 16, Cincinnati
wasted no time rebuilding a
broken offensive line, declaring one of the first done deals

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIFRPPRQVZLNLPHGLDRUJ

7KH %HQJDOV KDYH PDGH WKUHH PDMRU IUHH DJHQF\ DGGLWLRQV WR LPSURYH WKHLU RIIHQVLYH OLQH &LQFLQQDWL VLJQHG IRUPHU &RZER\V WDFNOH /D·HO
&ROOLQV DERYH  LQ DGGLWLRQ WR IRUPHU %XFV JXDUG $OH[ &DSSD DQG IRUPHU 'ROSKLQV· JXDUG 7HG .DUUDV WR VWUHQJWKHQ WKHLU ZHDNHVW XQLW

of this year’s NFL free agency.
Former Buccaneers guard
Alex Cappa was to sign a fouryear, $40 million contract to
fill in one of the guard spots
up front. Soon after, former
Patriots guard/center Ted
Karras agreed in principle to
a three-year, $18 million deal
to become Joe Burrow’s new
man in the middle.

If the news of Cappa and
Karras’ arrival was not already music to fan’s ears, then
the addition of star Dallas
Cowboys right tackle La’el
Collins on a two-year, $20 million deal certainly was. After
agreeing to terms and holding a press conference with
the team, Collins immediately
declared himself as Burrow’s
new “bodyguard.”

Following the emergence
of Burrow as America’s new
favorite quarterback, a recordsetting season by rookie sensation Ja’Marr Chase and vast
improvements by a formerly
leaky defense, the Cincinnati
Bengals were locked into the
AFC playoff race in 2022.
By hitting the reset button
on the NFL’s worst O-line,
which allowed 70 regular

season and postseason sacks
combined this year, the Bengals have positioned themselves to repeat as the AFC’s
representative in Super Bowl
LVII.
In what is a much-improved
AFC, the Bengals have done
exactly what is necessary to
stay towards the top of the
conference and continue to be
a threat.

Baseball wins road series at Indiana Sports
The Musketeers took three of four in Bloomington, beat Wolverines

B Y W ILL P EMBROKE
Show Manager
Xavier’s baseball team won
their season series against
Indiana 3-1 in Bloomington
over the weekend. The team
also beat Michigan at home
yesterday by a final score of
8-2. The win moved Xavier to
9-13.
Game 1 of the series was
close throughout, but Xavier
captured the win with a final
score of 9-7. Despite only
scoring two runs in the first
six innings, the Musketeers
rallied late to score seven runs
in the final three innings and
pull out the victory. Graduate student catcher Jerry
Huntzinger racked up three
RBIs on the day, while senior
shortstop Jack Housinger and
3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIJR[DYLHUFRP
sophomore catcher Matthew ;DYLHUEDVHEDOOLVRQDUROOZLQQLQJIRXURIWKHLUODVWÀYHJDPHVWRLPSURYHWRRQWKHVHDVRQ;DYLHUWRRN
Deprey paced the Muskies in WKUHHRXWRIIRXUIURPWKH,QGLDQD+RRVLHUVRYHUWKHZHHNHQGEHIRUHSLFNLQJXSDKRPHZLQDJDLQVW0LFKLJDQ
hits with two apiece.
Schultz, junior left fielder Ty- the lone bright spots for Xavi- to lead the team while DemarJunior right-hander Jared ler Demartino and Huntzing- er, putting up three hits and tino added three. Huntzinger,
Gadd picked up the win on the er each tallied three hits, with a walk in four at-bats. Senior Housinger and Cushing each
pitching side, striking out two Schultz also posting four designated hitter Lane Flamm ended the game with two hits.
and allowing zero earned runs RBIs. Graduate student left- and junior third baseman JarAlthough Flamm got his
in just under two innings.
hander Trevor Olson picked ed Cushing also posted two first win of the season, pitchThe second of four games up his first win of the season hits apiece.
ing was still an issue for Xavibetween the Musketeers and in a five-inning, six-strikeout
The final matchup of the er. The Musketeers allowed
Hoosiers ended in a similar outing, giving up zero runs.
four-game series ended in the seven earned runs and gave up
outcome to the first, a 12-10
Game three of four was Musketeers’ favor with Xavier four free bases via walks.
Xavier victory. There was no not kind to Xavier, ending in a securing a dominant 13-7 vicStarting tomorrow, the
shortage of offense in this 13-3 blowout loss at the hands tory.
Musketeers will face off
one, with Xavier scoring as of the Hoosiers. Poor pitchIn spite of a two-error per- against Cincinnati in a crossmany as six runs in one inning ing and three errors for the formance, Xavier started off town series. The first of four
and recording an eye-popping Musketeers kept them from the game scoring four runs in games will begin at 4 p.m. on
17 hits for the game.
winning. Senior left fielder the first and never looked back. Hayden Field. UC is 9-10 this
Junior centerfielder Garrett Andrew Walker was one of Housinger drove in four RBIs year.

Banter

NFL stays in the news
Despite it being the offseason, the NFL refuses to
stay out of the news cycle.
Between free agency and
trades involving stars like
Tyreek Hill, Matt Ryan
and Deshaun Watson, the
league is more relevant
than ever.
Buffalo Wild Doug
Doug Edert, one of the
stars of Cinderella 15 seed
St. Peter’s, signed an NIL
deal with Buffalo Wild
Wings yesterday. Edert has
scored 20 and 13 points
respectively in the Peacocks
upset wins over Kentucky
and Murray State.
Luck of the Irish
The Boston Celtics just
might be the hottest team
in pro sports right now.
The Celtics have a record
of 22-4 since Jan. 23 after
their win against the Utah
Jazz last night. Boston is
getting MVP-level contributions from Jayson Tatum,
while the trade for Derrick
White has brought the
Celtics’ already-impressive
defense to new heights.
They are not a team anyone
wants to see in the playoffs
right now.
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Opinion: Euphoria’s drama elates

B Y J ACOB S MITH
6WDৼ:ULWHU

Content Warning:
This opinion
contains spoilers
for Euphoria
Season 2.
Is Euphoria an arthouse
masterpiece, or is it a soap opera parading as one with its
moody lighting and pretentious A24 cinematography?
For most of Season 2, I was
leaning towards the latter.
Not that I was complaining.
Best friends in a love triangle
with a psychopath, a pantsless dad drunkenly ranting to
his horrified family, a character’s intense external insecurities that make her dress like
she’s auditioning for a stage
production of Oklahoma —
every episode had a ridiculous,
cringy, hilarious, jaw-dropping scene that fueled conversations with friends and
coworkers each week.
These
TikTok-beloved,
meme-able, guilty pleasure
moments are the reason I
watched the show, not the
depressing depiction of an
addict failing time and time

again or the cycle of abuse
a father passed on to his offspring. A once “too real” and
“difficult to watch” show
seemingly became a parody of
itself, and as a result, its enjoyability skyrocketed in my
eyes. But the audience doesn’t
watch Euphoria with their
own eyes, they watch it with
Rue’s, played by the Emmy
Award-winning Zendaya.
The show’s unreliable narrator, opens many episodes
dissecting the lives, desires
and flaws of her friends and
enemies, describing each with
surprising understanding and
empathy. The ditzy and naïve
blonde, the fearless cheerleader and the sadistic jock
archetypes all become three
dimensional characters with
insecurities and emotional
baggage through Rue’s monologues.
After being abandoned by
her girlfriend at the end of
Season 1 and relapsing, Rue’s
character studies become less
frequent. As she stops caring
about her own well-being, she
becomes less observant.
During this time of recklessness, all the other characters become increasingly, and
comically, less rational. The
characters lose their complexity because Rue isn’t paying
attention. She begins to re-

alize this mid-Season 2 after
learning she’s oblivious to the
hardship and trouble in her
sister’s life. “You only ever
think about yourself,” her
mom states.
The finale begins with a
theatric (in the most literal sense) cumulation of the
season’s juiciest drama with
sisters, best friends and one
wine-loving mother airing all
their dirty laundry in front of
the entire school. Few scenes
in narrative history have better satisfied the human desire
to watch a train wreck.
It’s what the viewers and
the in-universe audience of
the stage production came to
see: reality show level drama.
But reality shows aren’t about
reality; they’re about taking
real people and editing out
their depth to create easy to
understand heroes and villains.
The audience in the show
boos Cassie, and she acknowledges she’s now the villain of
the story. However, Lexi never saw Cassie as the villain,
because Lexi knows Cassie in
a way that the audience never can. She watched Cassie be
abandoned by their father, be
dehumanized as a sex object
by her peers and deal with the
heavy decision to get an abortion. Cassie isn’t a character

— Paid Advertisement —

A&E SINGLES
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to Lexi; she is her sister.
Right as the long-awaited
brawl between Cassie and her
friend Maddy is about to peak,
the show cuts away. The rest
of the episode focuses on Rue
learning to care about herself, and the audience learns
to care about Rue again. Rue
is rarely shown in a positive
light, especially in Season 2.
That’s because she’s the narrator, and she hates herself. Yet
through this autobiographical
play written by her childhood
friend, we see Rue at her most
sympathetic.
Lexi doesn’t show Rue taking advantage of their friendship to pass a drug test, rather
she shows Rue’s heartbreaking eulogy at her father’s funeral. Lexi portrayed her as
a beautiful yet damaged person deserving of love. Rue
commented earlier in the
season about how she hates
when people are reduced to
their mistakes instead of being seen as a full person, and
through Lexi’s play, she realizes that she’s guilty of doing
that to herself.
In a post-performance conversation with Lexi, Rue tells
her that the play was the first
time in a long time she was
able to look at her life and not
hate herself. Rue tells Lexie
it’s a problem when a person
only wants to be better for the
ones they love and not themselves. Rue hurt her family not
because she stopped loving
them but because she stopped
loving herself.
The theme of self-love is
carried over into two other
beautifully directed storylines
in the episode. One usually
detestable character does a
truly brave and noble action

after episodes of self-reflection. Another character devastatingly loses everything
he cares about because he was
never able to put his own future above helping the toxic
people in his life. By the time
we finally see Maddy and
Cassie again, the fight is over
and they’ve realized the same
thing as the audience: They’re
humans, flawed but beautiful
and deserving of forgiveness.
I hear your complaints.
What happened to the Laurie
storyline? Jules deserved better. Kat wasn’t even a character this season. These are
all valid frustrations that will
hopefully be addressed in Season 3 (when it returns in 2032,
or so it feels).
This season, however, is
merely a chapter, and it succeeded in telling a story of
characters attempting to overcome their trauma.
Does the show occasionally
have gratuitous melodrama?
Yes, and thank God, because
it’s entertaining as hell. But
the show is much more than
girls screaming at each other
about a boy. It’s a semi-autobiographical window into the
world of high school from a
former drug addict trying to
show how to succeed at being
a better person.
The finale ends with a final
character study from Rue, this
time of herself. She says that
she’s realized that to stay a
good person, she has to view
herself as a good person.
There’s finally hope that Rue
might stay sober, because for
the first time, she’s not trying
for her mother, her sister or
Jules; she’s staying sober for
Rue.
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The Batman invigorates franchise

B Y J ESSE D OLOJAN
6WDৼ:ULWHU
The Batman keeps you on
the edge of your seat right
out of the gate with its gritty atmosphere, stellar acting,
beautiful cinematography and
tense story.
As a lifelong Batman fan,
this movie blew me out of
the water and helped me remember why I originally fell
in love with The Dark Knight.
The story follows a young,
angry Batman as he chases
the Riddler and solves his
puzzles while facing many of
the various gangs in Gotham.
Batman also encounters other
iconic villains, including the
Penguin and Catwoman.
The Batman stands out
from other superhero movies today because of its focus on Gotham as a city. Every time we catch a glimpse
of Gotham, we see a city on
the verge of self-destruction.
Corrupt politicians are in the
pockets of mob bosses, and
the city supports a serial killer, showing how far Gotham
has fallen.
What truly brings out Gotham is the people who live in
it, and they are brought to life
by an incredible cast. Robert
Pattinson is an amazing Bat-

man — maybe the best one
to grace the screen. Jeffery
Wright fills the role of Commissioner Gordon seamlessly.
Zoe Kravitz, Colin Farrell and
virtually every other actor in
this movie stepped into their
roles pe rfectly.
Paul Dano’s Riddler stood
out the most to me. Dano
plays a traditionally campy
villain who torments Batman
with puzzles, transforming
the character into a psychotic
maniac obsessed with killing
and performing his own acts
of “justice.”
Dano has played some truly incredible roles in other underrated movies such as There
Will Be Blood, but his role in
The Batman is one of the best
performances I have seen. He
transforms a gag character
into a psychotic monster.
Another aspect of the movie that stands out is the amazing cinematography. This
movie is a feast for the eyes
and allows for us to appreciate
the somber nature of Gotham
and the terror that Batman
faces on a nightly basis. Various shots amplify scenes such
as Batman stepping out of the
dark in heavy rain, explosive
car chases and fights with
thugs.
As someone who has read

3KRWRVFRXUWHV\RIÁLFNUFRP

various Batman novels, I can
say that the plot of the movie is something exactly from
a graphic novel. The opening
monologue from Batman feels
like something ripped from a
Grant Morrison novel, and
the story maintains this comic
book feeling.
This version of Batman, as
mentioned earlier, is very angry. At the beginning of the
movie, we see him viciously

beat a thug despite already
punching him to the ground.
As the movie progresses, we
see him learn about how his
own actions affect the people
of Gotham, realizing that he
must be something more than
just a vigilante.
His character growth is
beautiful because the movie
does not shove this idea down
our throats. Instead, the movie chooses to give subtle hints

throughout the movie, finally
making the viewers realize
Batman’s growth during the
final scene.
As a long time fan of the
character, The Batman is a
movie that both hardcore and
new fans can enjoy. Despite
being almost three hours, the
movie never feels long and no
scene feels wasted.
Everyone owes it to themselves to see it in theaters.

Worship artists who work beyond church

List: Cory Asbury and others rank high among the greats in worship music
B Y E MILY C ROFT
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Based on the title of this
article, I know what you’re
thinking. Christian music?
Like hymns and stuff ? The
answer to that is yes and no.
Christian music is the kind
of genre that can come off
strong but is rich in its lyrics
and meaning.
Here are my top bands
within the genre that I think
offer a balanced mixture of
modern, quality songs for
those who are interested in
diving into the religious music world.
Maverick City Music
Maverick City Music is
probably one of the most popular Christian bands on the
rise. Their music offers a great
mixture of live worship while
also being upbeat and modern. I will give a heads up and
say that a lot of their songs
are longer in duration because
of the worship aspect.
My favorite song of theirs
is entitled “Isaiah Song,” with
lyrics that really touch on the
way God is able to provide.
Their most popular songs
are “Jireh” and ‘“Rest on Us.”
They recently had a concert
in Cincinnati and are known
for playing at Christian conventions. Maverick City is
great because they have a lot
of different voices and artists
collaborating to make really

Newswire photo by Emily Croft
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moving music.
Chris Renzema
Chris Renzema is a genius
when it comes to the writing
and production of Christian
music. I’m sure if you’ve listened to his most famous song,
“Springtime,” you understand
why. Even his lesser-known
“How To Be Yours” sounds

like a love song rather than
a specifically Christian song,
which is sometimes the point.
A song doesn’t have to
be explicitly Christian to be
a good Christian song, and
I think it’s cool when I can
listen to worship music that
sounds like my other music,
too. Renzema encapsulates the

depth of eternal life in Heaven
with powerful orchestral and
piano sounds intertwining to
create memorable melodies.
Cory Asbury
“Reckless Love” is the song
that Asbury is most known for,
and it wrecked my world when
I first heard it. It was the first
song I ever truly learned as a

Christian that wasn’t a hymn
from Sunday School.
The song focuses on the
unconditional and abundant
love that God has and gives.
Cory Asbury is also a member of the popular band Bethel Music, which I also highly
recommend.
If I had more space in this
article, I’d talk about Bethel
Music and their amazing song
“Goodness of God,” but just
trust me and go give it a listen.
Elevation Worship
Elevation Worship is similar to Maverick City Music, but they have their own
sounds and are best known
for their song “Come To the
Altar.” I would say my favorite thing about Elevation
Worship and larger worship
choirs on Spotify is when they
use their talent for collaboration with others.
Elevation Worship collaborated with Maverick City Music back in 2021 to create the
album Old Church Basement,
which is easily one of my favorite albums. They also publish a lot of their recordings
from their live performances,
which adds a sense of presence and excitement.
Christian music is powerful in its meaning and can
be encouraging when we get
caught up in the world and
everything it has to offer. I
definitely encourage you all to
give it a try and listen.
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Aries: Make sure to schedule your
classes for next semester ASAP.
You don’t want to get stuck in some
boring theology class like “Jesus: The
Teen Years.”
Taurus: Work on gaslighting people
less. You know you do it. You do it
all the time.
Gemini: Stop lying all the time.
You’re so full of shit your mouth is
gonna end up on the
XUBathrooms Instagram page.

Leo: Stop stressing about
demons living in your walls; there
are none. The demons live in your
skin. Get them out get them out
GET THEM OUT.
Virgo: The moon recommends you
check out the new R-rated section on
Disney+. It’s strictly for adult
subscribers and features content
deemed inappropriate by Disney like
nudity, mature language, graphic
violence and two men holding hands.
Libra: While it’s important to know
your partner’s love language (words
of affirmation, acts of service, French,
etc.), it’s also important to know your
enemy’s hate language (word of
deprecation, acts of malice,
German, etc.)
Scorpio: Don’t see any new movies
this year. Cinema has gone downhill since actors stopped doing
near-lethal amounts of cocaine
before every scene.
Sagittarius: You are cursed for the
next month. No matter what table you
choose at the Caf, it will always be
next to a group of first-year frat bros
talking as loud as they possibly can
about the “banger of a kickback” they
threw last night.
Capricorn: Moral law is merely a
human invention designed to disenfranchise the powerful in favor of the
weak. So it’s OK to occasionally steal
a small bag of Skittles from UDF.
Aquarius: The stars have chosen your
next obsession: The Bee Gees. Just
look at these guys and tell me they are
not the most handsome men you’ve
ever seen. Ugh, and that hair
.

Pisces: Stop recommending your
boring-ass history podcasts to your
friends. No one wants to
listen to a four-hour deep dive into
how neolithic-era music directly
influenced smooth jazz.
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Best Building
Whether you’re looking for girth or length,
the best building is something everyone
wants but not everyone can have.
Nominees:
t +VTUJDF)BMM
t "MUFS)BMM
t 4DIPUU)BMM
t 4NJUI)BMM
Winner…+VTUJDF)BMM"MUIPVHIUIF$MBTT
of 2025 may have gotten screwed over next
year, at least the housing selection chaos is
finished.
Food
The nominees for this category are few and
far between. (These were the only options.)
Nominees:
t 4UBSCVDLT
t )PČ%JOJOH$PNNPOT
t #VSHFS
t ćFSBOEPN3BJTJOH
$BOFTDBUFSFEUPFWFSZ
event on campus
Winner… ćFSBOEPN3BJTJOH$BOFT
catered to every event on campus. Yes, I am
FBHFSUPBUUFOEUPEBZT4UVEFOU"DUJWJUJFT
$PVODJMFWFOU#VU*DBOPOMZTUBZGPSUIF
UJNFJUUBLFTNFUPFBUNZ$BOFTCFDBVTF*
have to walk my fish today.
Best Song on the Caf Playlist
8IPFWFSJTPOBVYBUUIF$BGEFTFSWFTB
pay raise. No skips, tbh.
Nominees:
t i,ZPUPwCZ1IPFCF#SJEHFST
t i:PV$BOU)VSSZ-PWFwCZUIF4Vpremes
t i-PWF.F-JLF:PVwCZ-JUUMF.JY
t i(JSMTPO'JMNwCZ%VSBO%VSBO
Winner…i-PWF.F-JLF:PVwCZ-JUUMF
.JYćF$ISJTUNBTTPOH
essence catches my attention every time. I know all
of the words even though I
am not consciously thinking about the lyrics. When
I am old and senile, I will
forget my children’s names
but be able to sing this song.

DILFiest DILF
Each nominee is companionable in their
own way, and they all are guaranteed to
NBLFZPVUIJOL i%VEF*EMJLFUPGSJFOE
UIFNw
Nominees:
t ćF#MVF#MPC
t %"SUBHOBO
t %BODJOH&MMJPU
t Aid
 an Callahan
Winner…ćF#MVF
#MPC:PVLOPX
what they say about
CJHTIPFT #JHGSJFOE
group. If I recall, the
#MVF#MPCIBTTPNF
large shoes.

:)

Cancer: Try switching it up and
dating someone in a different
major. Philosophy guys are chill and
economics girls are more
interesting than you’d expect. Just
avoid DIFT students at all cost.
Nothing kills a “Netflix and Chill”
faster than a rant about the
movie’s saturation.
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Worst Accessory of Xavier Students
We have seen students of many calibers
take on their day with various accessories.
Nominees:
t %BZPME7JDUPSZ1FSLDPČFF
t (JOHFSIBJS
t 4IFJOUPQT
t $SVTUZ"JS'PSDF0OFT
Winner…4IFJOUPQT%POUUFMMNF
ZPVUISJęFEJU(JSM XFLOPXJUT
GSPN4IFJO*DBOTFFUIFUISFBET
IBOHJOHPČUIFCPUUPN BOEJUT
completely translucent.
Most Uncommon Majors
I have not met a single student with the
following majors.
Nominees:
t $MBTTJDBM)VNBOJUJFT
t .POUFTTPSJ&EVDBUJPO
t (FSNBO
t -BOE "HSJDVMUVSFBOE$PNNVOJUZ
Winner….POUFTTPSJ&EVDBUJPO"QQBSFOUMZ .POUFTTPSJ
education is a teaching method in which
students can choose
their curriculum
GPDVT%PFTUIBUNFBO
I can choose to learn
more about the society
PG#MVF#MPCT

Every year, The Clocktower Review accepts poems, prose and art from students around campus. The
pieces that get rejected are sent to...

The Mocktower Review
B Y C HARLIE G STALDER AND S EBASTIAN A GUILAR
2SLQLRQVDQG(GLWRULDOV(GLWRUDQG6WDৼ:ULWHU

Cheese Dreams,CZ$IBSMJF(TUBMEFS
$IFFTF%SFBNT UIF
#FFTLOFFT
'PSDIFFTFESFBNTBSF
0QFOGBDFETBOEXJDIFT
#VU
$IFFTFESFBNT
no
.PSF
please
1SPWPMPOFJTQSPOF
To nightmare
4PQMFBTF
The cheese
keep
Thee
"XBZ
from
.F
#BE%SFBNT

Bad Gas,CZ4FB#BTT
"MBT BMBT *HPUCBEHBT
I toot
I fart
I blast
.ZCPXFMTMFUPVUBDZNCBM
crash
A'SPNXIBU :PVBTL
The milk of the cow, the
dreams of the cheese.
I may not be able to process
lactose
#VUZPVLOPXXIBU*MBDL
most?
3FTQFDUy
I lose it all when
With my crass blasts in class
"OEUIBUTBMMZPVOFFEUP
LOPXBCPVU4FB#BTT

